BY-LAWS

of the

MIRACLE STRIP CORVETTE CLUB, INC.

[image: image1.wmf]
Approved June 5, 1991

Amended June 25, 2003

Amended February 2005

                                              BY-LAWS of the

MIRACLE STRIP CORVETTE CLUB, INC.






ARTICLE I





    Name and Purpose

Section 1. Name:     The name of the organization shall be known as “THE MIRACLE STRIP CORVETTE CLUB, INC.”.

Section 2 Purpose: The general purposes of the organization shall be:

A. To encourage skillful and careful driving on public highways.

B. To provide and regulate planned trips, events and social activities for members and quests.

C. To promote a good image of Corvette owners to the public at all times.

D. To encourage and promote public service and charitable activities by the organization and its membership.

E. Any an all other powers and purposes allowed to corporations not for profit under Florida Statutes, Chapter 617.

ARTICLE II

Membership

Section 1 Members:  Membership in the club shall be restricted to owners of Corvettes and to persons interested in Corvettes and the purposes of the club.  

Section 2 Classes of Membership:  The classes of membership shall be as follows:

A. Active  – Any person duly approved as provided in Section 1 of 

Article II.  Active members shall be members of the National Council of Corvette Clubs (NCCC) concurrent with MSCC membership.  At no time shall the active membership include more than 40 percent non-Corvette owners.

B. Honorary – Any person who has commended him or her self

To the esteem of the club and elected by a majority vote of the membership present.  Honorary membership shall be valid for life.

Section 3 Dues:  The dues shall be as follows:

A. Effective March 1, 2005 membership dues will consist of club dues and NCCC dues. Club dues shall be $1.00 per month for both the regular member and $1.00 per month for the spouse member. NCCC new member/spouse and renewal member/spouse dues are established by NCCC. NCCC dues paid after September 1 of any given year will provide NCCC membership for the remainder of that year and NCCC membership for the following year.  Club and NCCC dues shall be paid no later than the October meeting in order to vote for the coming year’s officers and to be on the NCCC rolls at the beginning of the following year.
B. No dues will be required of honorary members.
C. Effective July 1, 2003, all new members will pay a one-time-only

initiation fee to cover the cost of a Club name badge.  The Board will determine the fee.

Section 4 Privileges:  Active members are entitled to all club privileges. Honorary members are entitled to all privileges except they shall have no right to vote, hold office or use club discounts unless specified by the Board of Directors.

Section 5 Expulsion:  A member may be expelled from the club for either of the following:

A. Non-payment of dues at the end of 35 days after the beginning of the

 new Fiscal Year.  MSCC Fiscal Year is January 1 to December 31. 

B. Infraction of the club’s rules, or such other causes as may be

determined by a vote of 2/3 of the members present as being in the best interest of the club.  However, before such action is taken, the member shall have the opportunity to submit in writing or in person his/her position on any charges.  He/she shall be notified of said charges at least two weeks prior to the meeting at which said action is to be taken, with charges spelled out in writing.

Section 6 Resignation:  Resignation of any member shall be effective upon receipt of such notice by the Secretary, provided that said member has fulfilled any obligations of indebtedness to the club and has returned any club materials in his/her possession.

ARTICLE III 

Meetings

Section 1 Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting of the membership shall be held on the first regularly scheduled meeting in November of each year for the election of officers, reports of officers and committees, and such other business as lawfully may come before the meeting.

Section 2 Regular Meetings:  Regular meetings shall be held once a month at such time, date, and location as shall be determined by the Board of Directors.

Section 3 Special Meetings: Special meetings of the membership may be called by the President, by a majority vote (51%) of the Board of Directors, or by at least 1/3 of the active membership via written request to the Secretary.

Section 4 Board of Directors Meetings:   The Board shall hold meetings at least once monthly and at such other times as may be called by the President or at least three (3) members of the Board.  Said meetings of the Board shall be open to any interested member of the club.

Section 5 Action Taken at All Meetings:   All actions, including the election of officers and amendment of the By-laws, shall be by a majority of those present voting.  Except as hereafter provided, voting by proxy or absentee ballot shall not be allowed.

ARTICLE IV





 Officers and Directors

Section 1 Management:   The  management of affairs of the club shall be vested in the board of Directors as prescribed in these By-laws and subject to the will of the majority of the general membership.  All action, including the election of officers and amendments of these By-Laws, shall be by majority of those present voting.  Proxy or absentee ballot shall be in accordance with Article VI Section 4.

Section 2 Board of Directors:  The Board of Directors shall consist of the following officers elected at the annual meeting, with new officers taking office the first meeting in January: President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, NCCC Governor, Secretary, Treasurer, Director at Large, and Past President.

Section 3 Term of office:  The term of office for all of the officers serving on the Board shall be for one year, beginning with the first meeting of the following year, January through December or until such time at their successors may be elected following resignation or expiration of their term.  No person shall hold two positions on the Board at the same time.

Section 4 Resignation:  Resignation of any officer or Board member may be accepted by the President, providing said resignation is submitted in writing and becomes effective upon the selection of a successor to that office.

Section 5 Impeachment:  Impeachment of officers or directors shall apply to any member not complying with the provisions of these By-Laws.  One-third 1/3 of the active members may propose in writing, sign and submit to the Secretary, the proposed impeachment request, stating reasons for said action.  A copy of the request shall be included in a notice, prior to the net meeting, sent to the membership.  If 51 percent of the members of the club vote in favor of the impeachment, said action takes effect immediately and a successor shall be elected.  Any member shall have the right to present a challenge to the impeachment.  

Section 6 Meeting Attendance by the Board Members:   In order to conduct the business of the club it is recognized that attendance at meetings by the Board Members is imperative.  Board members shall be allowed two total unexcused absences from regular club meetings and/or Board meetings.  In the event that a Board member must be absent from a meeting, he/she shall excuse himself or herself directly to the President or Secretary prior to the meeting.  Arrangements shall be made to receive influence over the decisions made at the meeting.  In the event that a Board member does have three unexcused absences, they may be immediately relieved of their duties by the President, and an election date for filling that office will be set in accordance with the By-Laws. 

Section 7 Board Vacancies:  When a vacancy occurs on the Board because of a resignation, impeachment, relief of duties, or death, an election date shall be set in accordance with Article VI, Section 6 of the By-Laws.

 ARTICLE V





 
Duties of Officers
Section 1 Duties of the President:  The President shall be the chief executive of the club; shall preside at all of the meetings of the membership and of the Board of Directors; appoint committee chairman for special committees, subject to the approval of the Board; call such meetings as may be deemed necessary and perform all other duties and function as set forth in the By-Laws. 

Section 2 Duties of the First Vice President:  The First Vice President shall serve as the chief executive officer in the absence of the President.  He/she shall ascend to the office of the President in the event of the President’s death, resignation, impeachment, or inability to act.

Section 3 Duties of the Second Vice President:  The Second Vice President shall serve as the chief presiding officer in the absence of the President and the First Vice President.  He/she shall also serve as coordinator and administrator of all competitive events of the club and keep competition records of all of the club members.

Section 4 Duties of the NCCC Governor:  The NCCC Governor shall serve as a Director on the Board and shall be responsible for keeping records of membership owned cars.  As NCCC Governor, he/she shall be the liaison between NCCC and The Miracle Strip Corvette Club.  The Governor is to be the club’s voting representative at all meetings of NCCC, both national and regional.  In the event that the Governor cannot attend, he/she is to send our proxy to the National or Regional NCCC Officer.  It is not intended that a general proxy be mailed at the beginning of the year for unattended meetings.  The Governor is encouraged to attend as many Governors’ Meetings as possible.  The Governor is responsible for seeing that all rules and guidelines are followed at all events and at the meetings.

Section 5 Duties of the Secretary:  The Secretary shall record all minutes and votes of the general membership meetings and the Board of Directors’ meetings, keep an up to date roll of all club members and shall perform all duties incident to this office as required by these By-Laws or by the majority vote of the Board.  In addition to minutes, the Secretary shall maintain a separate record of all motions voted upon and passed by the membership or the board.  Also, the Secretary shall have custody of the club’s records.  In the absence of the Secretary, the Treasurer shall act as Secretary Pro-Tempore.

Section 6 Duties of the Treasurer:  The Treasurer shall, subject to the approval of the Board, have custody of all monies, debts and obligations belonging to the club.  The Treasurer shall receive all monies of the club and deposit same in an account provided for that purpose and make all payments of the club’s debts.  All contracts, checks, drafts, notes and other orders for the payment of money shall be signed by the Treasurer and countersigned by the President or the First 
Vice President.  In the event of the absence of the Treasurer, the orders may be signed by the President with the First Vice President Counter-signing.  The Treasurer shall give a report of the financial status of the club at the annual meeting, monthly meetings Board meetings and at any other such times as may be requested.  No obligations, debt or other liability shall be incurred without specific approval of the Board.  

Section 7 Duties of the Director at Large:  The Director at Large shall be in charge of publications, newsletters, and all other duties as prescribed by the Board.

Section 8 Duties of the Immediate Past President:  The Immediate Past President shall serve as a Director of the Board and shall be responsible for the Standards and Safety Committee.  Shall be responsible for helping the new board transition into the new year. He/She will be there to share their insight and knowledge with the board.
ARTICLE VI





 
ELECTIONS

Section 1   Time of Elections:  Elections for all officers and directors as specified in these By-Laws shall take place at the annual meeting or at a special election called to fill Board vacancies.

Section 2    Nominating Committee:  No less than 45 days prior to the annual meeting, the President shall appoint a nominating committee of three (3) active members in good standing to select a slate of new officers and directors.  At the general membership meeting preceding the annual meeting, the nominating committee shall present a complete slate of officers and directors to the membership.  Nominations for any office may then be accepted from the floor at either the above-mentioned meeting or at the annual meeting. 

Section 3   Voting:  Unless voting is by acclamation via motion from the floor, all voting at the annual meeting for officers and directors shall be by secret ballot and shall be tabulated by the nominating committee.

Section 4   Absentee Ballots:  Absentee Ballots and Proxy votes shall be used only by prior approval of the Board under policy set by the Board and announced at the general meeting prior to the vote.

Section 5 Exclusion from Nomination:  No member of the nominating committee shall be nominated for office by action of the nominating committee.   No member of the Board may serve as a member of the nominating committee.

Section 6 Special Elections:  Special elections shall be called in the event of Board vacancies.  The membership shall be notified in writing or by newsletter prior to the meeting that a special election is to be held and the office for which the election is being held. 

ARTICLE VII





 
COMMITTEES

Section 1 Appointment of Committees:  The President shall appoint such committees as he/she finds desirable and shall outline the duties and responsibilities for that committee.  All reports and actions taken by that committee must be approved by a majority of that committee.  In addition to the authority granted above, members of certain standing committees, as set forth below, shall be appointed by the committee chair with the approval of the Board.  The standing committees are as follows:

A. Program Committee – Assigned to the First Vice President – Secure various programs for such club meetings as directed by the President and the First Vice President and to make any and all arrangements for presentation of such programs;

B. Scrapbook Committee – Assigned to the First Vice President – Maintain and display an appropriate scrapbook as a historic record of the club’s activities and functions.  This is to be a committee of (1) one, to be appointed by the First Vice President.
C. Sponsor Coordination Committee – Assigned to the First Vice President – The Board of Directors will serve as members of the committee with the First Vice President acting as 
Chair.  The committee shall endeavor to obtain various sponsors and merchant cooperation for the benefit of the club’s members, maintain good relations between the club and participating merchants and assure strict compliance of all members to rules pertaining to club privileges such as discounts, jackets, etc.;
D. Activities Committee – Assigned to the Immediate Past President – Plan, coordinate and arrange for various parties and activities of a non-competitive nature for the benefit of the club;
E.  Events Committee – Assigned to the Second Vice President – Plan, coordinate and arrange for various sporting events and participation by the club members in other sponsored events of a competitive nature;
F. Standards and Safety Committee – Assigned to and chaired by the Immediate Past President – Maintain published rules of conduct and safety, investigate charges of violation of the rules, initiate such charges where warranted and report such findings to the Board for appropriate action;
G. Public Relations - Publicity Committee – Assigned to the First Vice President – Secure publicity through use of news media and other available methods on activities, functions and merits of the club.  To assist in the promotion of that part of the club’s purpose which states, “to promote a good image of Corvette owners to the public at all times”;
H. Finance Committee – Assigned to the Treasurer – Establish a working budget for the club within 60 days of the annual election and submit to the Board for approval.  To appraise and advise the Board throughout the fiscal year of the financial condition of the club and provide recommendations for the usage of the club’s funds.
Section 2 Number of Members Per Committee:  All committees shall consist of at least three (3) active members unless otherwise specified.  Inactive committees or chairmen may be suspended at the direction of the Board.  All committee chairs or designated committee reporters shall provide a report to the officer in charge or to the Board as directed.

ARTICLE VIII





 
     Liability

Section 1 Personal Liability: All persons or corporations extending credit to, contracting with, or having claim against the club or the Board, shall look only to the funds and property of the club for payment of such claim or for payment of any debt, damage, judgment, decree or any other money that may otherwise become due or payable to them from the club or the Board, so that neither the members of the club, the Board of Directors, present or future, shall be liable personally therefore.

 




ARTICLE IX





      Order of Business

Section 1 General: The activities and business affairs, meetings of membership and of the Board, shall be conducted under a general application of Roberts’ Rules of Order, Revised, and those rules shall prevail on all debates and points of question unless otherwise specified in the By-Laws.

Section 2 Parliamentarian: The President, with at the approval of the Board, may appoint a Parliamentarian to serve as the custodian of the Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, and to serve as the final authority according to those rules in all deliberations and debates.

Section 3 Sergeant-At-Arms: The President, with the approval of the Board, may appoint a Sergeant-At-Arms to maintain and keep order at all business functions of the club.

ARTICLE X





         Amendments

Section 1 Amendments to the By-Laws: The Board of Directors, or any ten (10) active members in good standing, by written proposal submitted to the Secretary, may propose an amendment to the By-Laws.   Upon such proposal being made, a copy thereof shall be included in the notice of the next meeting to the members.  Ballot voting shall be controlled by the same rules as set forth for annual elections.  If 2/3 rds of the members present vote in favor of the proposal the proposed amendment shall thereby be approved and adopted.

Approved by a Vote of the Membership

June 5, 1991

Amended by a Vote of the Membership

June 25, 2003

Sue Stinson. President,

Miracle Strip Corvette Club

Amended by a Vote of the Membership

February 23, 2005

Darrell Blanchard President

Miracle Strip Corvette Club
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